CONFIDENTIAL. } ie iE PORT (No. 46 of 1878. 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


wen ending the 16th Novenber 1878. 


pepo 


— . SS ae — 7 _ = —_ =. “ = 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


> - nell 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, | umber of | Dates of papers received and examined 


Seen 
— —_— = _ = = SS — — 


BENGALI. 


Month 
‘“ Bharat Shramajivi’’ oat Baréhanagar = 4,000 
‘Rajshahye Sambad” _., ,. | Réjshéhye aiveee 
“ Gramvarté Prakéshika”’ Comercolly 200 
aon bha” ia . | Bhavénfpore mee 
6 id” iia” , Calcutta issu 
t-mon 
8 Caln& Prakash’”’ ye a O4ln& eee eeeees 
7 Hindu Lalané ”’ eee Nawabgunge, Barrack- peeece 


pore. 

“ Sahayogi” a .| Bhavanipore, Calcutta ossins 

ee 
“ Banga Hitaishi” ” ‘< -- | Bhavanipore, Calcutta}  ...... 
** Bharat Mihir”’ : ‘ | Mym i (668 7th November 1878. 
“9 Bharat Sanskérak”’ ) eee ah ay pee eereee . 
‘* Bengal Advertiser” | Ditto — . egecey 
” Bishya Dit” R - A utta sedens 
* Bardwan Prachariké” : os 165 
** Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 
‘Dacca Prakash”’ 
‘‘ Education Gazette’’ 
“ Gramvartaé Prakéshiki”” 
“ Hindu Hitaishini”’ oe 
“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 
‘ Murshidab Pratinidhi ” 
* Pratikér”’ 
a re Dik Prakish”* 
66 Sa rani” 
‘‘ Sahachara”’ 
‘‘ Sambad Bhaskar’’ 
 Sulabha Saméchér” 
‘Soma Prakash”’ 


por 
“Banga Mitra” is 
Daily, 


“ Sambad Prabhékar” ... - ae ) ~~ to 44 N yoga 1878. 
“ Sambad Purnachandroda ee } e 2 ee ’ yi ® 
‘Samachar Chandrika”’ ll a ittc es 9th and llth ditto. 
“ “ Banga Vidy& Prakéshiké"’ . - : i. 

* Arya Mihir” ene sil 


ENGLISH AND BEyGcalti. 
an - Weekly. 
owrah itakari eee ece | 
‘* Murshidabéd Patriké’’... ‘oie Berham : ; lst November 1878. 
“ Barisél Vértébéha” ... ove : | 800 


EneiisH anp Urpv. 
“Urdu Guide” ap Weck ‘cutti 9th ditto. 
Urvv. 
Bi-monthly. 
“ Akhbér-nl-Akhiér” ... 


Hinpt. 
“Bebts end 18th ditto 
“Boheat Mite ae 7th and 14th November 1878. 


ie) a) Ol m& co & 


Fr 


> Jam Jahin-ounnt — ms i ee 8th November 1878. 


— 


Ee Aa 


BuaraT Mrure, 
November 7th, 1878. 


Buarat Mrure, 
November 7th, 1878. 


Russia, writes the Bhérat Mitra, after her recent victory over Turk, 
Russia’s arrogance and her designs and the successive conquests of the a 
with respect to India. and feeble Khdnates of Central Asia, has 
assumed such an air of arrogance and isso impelled by ome that, regardless 
of her present condition, she is ready to put her hand ir 
But the influences by which she is being prompted in her policy vil] 
culminate in her total ruin. Had Hindustan done Russia any ill, ther 
might have been a reasonable excuse for revenge by an invasion. The 
fact of Cyprus having been taken by the English should rather Jeag 


- Russia to attack the English on their own soil through the Baltic. Instead 


of doing this, and showing her bravery where it could be properly met, Russia 
is trying to bring the feudatory Princes of her foe under her influence, ang 
has led Cabul into its present position, and counselled the rejection of the 
English mission and the dissolution of the long-standing friendship subsist. 
ing between these two nations. Russia thinks that on her approach to 
India the Mahratias and Panjdbis will rally round her, and with this view she 
has herself kept on the background and pushed forward Cdbul to fight the 
British lion. In India Russia will not succeed, though she has succeeded 
with the uncivilized Cdébulese. Russia will fail to sever the Native Princes 
from the gratitude and-attachment they owe to so benign a Government:as 
that of the British. It behoves the English, therefore, to look upon the 
several Rajas and Mahdrajds as friends, to consult with them in important 
Government affairs, permit them to be safeguards of the country in matters 
of defence against any foe, and with this object encourage them to keep 
their troops well drilled and disciplined. In proportion to the encourage- 
ment thus given will the Native Princes show their gratitude and be led to 
make further progress or advancement. 
2. The Bharat Mihir undertakes to point out three reasons for the 
at otilie interruption in the friendly relations hitherto 
existing between England and Cudbul:— 
First, the policy of tke Government of India is a shifting and wavering 
one; secondly, there is a desire for unjust supremacy; and _ thirdly, 
the artifices of wily Russia. Cdbul, though small, is not dependent or 
tributary, like Gwdor, Cashmere, &c. It places but very little reliance on 
the word of the English, who, by the way, have no right to compel the Amir 
into obedience to their wishes. The English Government was not prepared 
for the resolution of the Amér and the advanced state of Cdbul, when the 
armed mission turned back disgraced in the sight of the world. We 
therefore say it was not right to have sent the mission. If the English 
nation desires to retain its majesty, dignity, and sovereignty in and over India, 


or amongst the sovereigns of Europe and its own feudatories here, we are of 


opinion that, lie the casus belli wherever it may, England must go to wat 
with Cdéul, notwithstanding that there is a party who, calling to memory 
the first Afghén campaign, dread a second one. The St. Petersburgt 
papers go to show that England and Russia are becoming daily more opposed 
to each other. Russia is gradually approaching, and some day or other there 
will be a fierce contest between the powers, and this contest will be 
precipitated by Russia’s seizure of Balkh, Herat, and Merv. England, however: 
is not idle. Ske is making vast preparations, and has already received many 
proffers of aid from her feudatories. Some of the Princes have even offere 


to go into the battle-field for her. Whatever other faults the people of 


India may have, a rebellious disposition is not one of them. 


POLITICAL. teks as 


into the blazing fire, 


( 8 ) 
9. The attitude of the Amt» of Cdbul reminds the Murshiddbdd Mozmrsu 


Pratinidhs of the impudence of the frog that event th 1978. 
The Cabul war. | attempted to strike the elephant’s head with 
‘ts foot. The Amér will reap the-fruit of his conduct by losing his indepen- 
dence and being made subject to the all-powerful English Government. 
We cannot divine who or what has influenced the Amir so as to inflate him 
with pride. We believe it to be very unlikely, as rumour has it, that Cdbul 
relies on assistance from Russia; for that power has just come out of a bloody 
and costly war, and we believe would not entangle itself in a hurry again. 
It would be well for the Amir to make matters up with the English, failing 
which he will be ruined. me 
4, The Urdu Guide remarks that the Amr must be taught a lesson, _ 9290 Gu:os, 
and that therefore fighting will be necessary. “"“™™%™ 1*7 
As to the cost to the Government of such a 
war, it does not matter, since we are not so poverty-stricken as Russia and 
Afghinistén. However, the money thus spent will not be lost, for in the 
event of a peace, our Government will be entitled to receive back all the 
money expended. If there be war, the money used in the preparation to 
meet it must be considered to have been well spent. | 
5. Referring to the terms of the ultimatum as publishedin the London  Sauacuana, 
Times, and to the accounts of the aid offered “°’™*" ‘87 
to the Amir by Russia, the Sahachara remarks, 
that if Afghdnistén can but be made tributary to the British, Russia’s 
further progress will be arrested, or else she will fight. If England permits 
troubles to arise in Afghdnistdn as they did at first in Servia, the prestzge, for 
which she seems so anxious, will depart altogether. It would be well, there- 
fore, to inform Russia that if her officers are found fighting in the dmir’s 
ranks, war with her will be the consequence. Though our Government is 
certain of victory, yet we pray that it may not listen to the words of a few 
ambitious officers, and that war may eventually be averted. The expense 
and cost would be vast. The natives are wholly opposed to the war on this 
account. 
6. The English, remarks the Sehachara, seem to have a great dread of Samacuanu. 
bazédr gup and rumour, to which they attach 
undue importance. Government pay more 
heed to the small talk of the gdnjd shop than to the counsels of the wise. 
Ask the low carter on thé road, and he will tell you of the excellence of the 
present administration, notwithstanding its many faults. As to power, of 
what account is the Amr of Cabal, when the Sultdn of Turkey has, as a 
matter of fact, become subservient tothe English? The Alt-maajid affair 
has, through fear of Sazér gup, been magnified into a great insult. We 
want to know if the great politicians of England are to be found in its 
laverns and public houses, which correspond to the ganja and liquor shops 
here? This worthless prestige seems to be at the bottom of everything. 
None, except génjé smokers, would consider the English lowered and dis- 
graced, were all connection with the Amir to be dissolved and the Als-maayid 
affair quite forgotten. Prestige and bdzdr gup are the two evil spirits which 
aunt our administration. Noone has seen evil spirits: the ignorant man 
alone dreadsthem. Has not- Government become just such a one ? 
7. The Som Prakdsha, from what it knows of English law and policy, Som Peaxasz, 
does not think that the English will depose the “ev 1 1976. 
Amir of Cébul without sufficient reason, and 
wnat his territories. If, however, these hardy, vigorous, and brave d/ghdns 
‘come subject to the English, they will lose all their fine qualities, and Cabul 
mill become like Bengal, asecond hell. With the loss of independence health 


The alleged Russo-Afghan alliance. 


The Cabul war. 


English prestige. 


Will the English annex Cabul ? 
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will go, and the once thriving land will be invaded by epidemic diseases, 9, in 
the case. of the Panjdb. Bengal also prior to the time of the English and it wa. 


first occupied by them, was peopled by a strong and powerful race, a hundred}, 


part of whom are no more to be seen now. Public gymnastic and athletin 
exercises, stick and sword fighting, which in days of pons served to make the 
frame robust, have been peremptorily stopped now, andthealready timid Bengal; 
has been turned into an arrant coward. Thereisno doubt Cdbud will lapse into 
a like condition if it becomes a dependent country, although we do not belieys 


that the present preparations of the English are intended to deprive C4duj o¢ 


its independence. The Press and Arms Acts, the prohibition against the transit 
of any arms and ammunition into Native States, the vast preparations which 
have been making everywhere for the past two years, have pointed to. Céjy) 
which was to be saved from alliance with Russia. The Amefr’s position ig 5 
difficult one between two such great powers, and he cannot be blamed fo, 
having refused to receive an English Resident, or for having welcomed. the 
Russian Envoy. We would consider him guilty if he joined Russia in seeking 
to injure England ; but up to the present time he has done nothing of that 
kind. What then is his fault ? And if he has none, is it proper that 9 generous. 
minded nation like the English should invade the country of an unoffending 
individual ? We have no objection to the employment of all available mean; 
to secure the frontier and humble the pride of the European Durjyodhang 
(se. Russia), whose birth took place at the same time and under the same 
constellation as our Indian Durjyodhana, and who will destroy the independ. 
ence of independent kings. The Editor had written thus far when he got a 
sight of the telegram announcing the intention of the Government of India, 
in case its w/timatum was refused, to enter 4fghdnistdn by the Khyber and 
Bolan Passes. This determination shows that the English have lost their 
nobility of mind, their uprightness, their justice, and their character as 
defenders of the right, and have instead betaken themselves to selfishness. 
The Amir of Cdbul is not a feudatory Prince, who must obey the beherts 
of the English. We cannot see by what law or policy the Amir is to be 
deemed guilty. Let the Government of India define his fault publicly and 
plainly, and thus remove the stain which must otherwise attach to its adminis- 
tration. The announcement by the London Times of the resolve of the 
English to seize the southern part, whilst the Russians take the northern 


portion of .Afghdnistdn, will only precipitate matters between these 


powers by ten years. Our hearts burn within us to see a benign Government 
like ours acting so unjustly towards the weak and powerless Amir of Cabul, 
It leads us to think of what owr fate will be. The next thing may be 
that we shall be called upon to pay a portion of the cost. 
8. The Som Prakdsha remarks, with reference to the question of the 
The Times newspapers and the existing armaments of the Native Princes, 
Mative Prinese. that there are some Englishmen who are bent 
on the ruin of the native feudatory Princes, and have made various proposals 
as to the disposal of their forces, of whose strength the English have now 


come to be very much afraid. Such fears would turn out to be vain if 


the inhabitants of England but knew the real condition of the native 
Princes. They are altogether dependent, and are Princes only in 
name ; in fact, they are nothing more than wealthy zaminddrs. Had they 
been actually as powerful as they have been represented to be, would they 
have permitted the English to rule this land unmolested for the past century 
and a quarter? The Rajputs have totally decayed as a warlike race, and 
this may also be said of the other races. The Zmes seems alarmed. 
To allay its fears, we ask if it is likely that Rajds would attempt to injure 
the English now in the day of their power, who failed to do so at a time 


~=—- eo -& wt -™ « Gaede ££. Sete Pow 4...) ' 25 = ote —" ~~. 28 tees CF Cua, CF U0UeslCD 


. . owt Gea’ ea=pe 


~ ae hl ee fat eet o £4 *>, ee 2 -_— | 


jo =e = se Ge we ~~ ee, el ww EEE — er, laa 


~~ a @ Ss See 


eae ae ee 
ing tf TRE ag 2 


(3 9 


when they were strong and the English were weak? As was the-case 
with Rome, if these tributaries are weakened, the English will be 
enfeebled and ruined. The existence and advancement of: the Hnglish 
depend on the existence of the native feudatories. Let the English 
say what they will, Russia will not be satisfied till she has had: a fight with 
England gome day or other. It is most likely that the native Princes will 
then be of assistance. It would be no good policy, therefore, to ruin and 
destroy these feudatories. ae ni 7 : 
9, The Bardwan Sanjwani, writing of the proposal of the English Barowas sassrvan, 
The English newspapers and the papers to diminish the forces of the’: feuda- November 1b, wave. 
Native Princes. tory Princes as being a source of danger to | 
the Government, would deprecate the idea of any such step being taken for 
the following reasons. The Rajputs, Mahrattas, Sikhs, Pathans, &c., are 
warriors by profession and race, and to disband them would bode ill for the 
Empire; because they deem it degrading to take to agriculture or other 
peaceful pursuits, and would naturally become robbers and burglars. The best 
illustration of the intrinsic worth of the disciplined troops of the feudatories 
is furnished by the mutiny of 1857. Again, the sympathy of the native 
Princes for their rulers was seen when it became likely that England would 
join in the Russo-Turkish war, and, last of all, in the present A/ghdn crisis. 
The Nizdm has placed not only his troops, but his treasury at the disposal 
of Government. ‘To reduce the feudatory armies would show that Govern- 
ment did not place any confidence in the Native Princes. If the Afghan war 
once begins, it will not be ended in a hurry: it will necessitate a large mili- 
tary reserve, which, we have not the least doubt, will be forthcoming from 
the feudatory Princes. Pas 
10. The English fleet has, says the Behar Bandhu, collected together 
in the Persian Gulf, and other vessels are 
about joining, because, perhaps, the Sarddrs 
there contemplate mischief. Every preparation should be made in this 
locality, because it is the fittest and most convenient for starting an expedi- 
tion against the Shdf and Russia, especially since there is a rumour in 
Peshawar that the former and the Amir have entered into an alliance. 
ll. Referring to the question now being raised as to whether England Baazar Mirna, 
Who should properly pay the ex. OF India, or both, proportionately or otherwise, a 
os « the impending war with should be liable for the cost of the impend- 
oa ing Afghdn war, the Bhdrat Mitra would 
recommend that the point be settled by the law of 1858, section 55 ; whereby 
it is declared that, if the Queen engages in any war beyond the frontier, the 
cost thereof will zo¢ be charged to the Indian treasury, but be defrayed by the 
English Government. On the other hand, if Hindustan be attacked or 
invaded by aforeign foe, India must stand the cost. On this ground, Eng- 
land becomes liable for the cost of the present Cdébul imbroglio, which, after 
all, is one nominally with the 4fyhdns, but really with Russia. Cadbul has 
not the power to confront the English, but there is some one else pulling the 
wires behind the screens. 


Bewarn Baypuv, 
November 138th, 1878, 


Affairs in the Persian Gulf. 


Pusiic ADMINIsTRATION. 


12. The Bhdrat Mihir would attribute the misappropriation of Bases Miu, 
religious trusts and the general neglect of the November 7b, 1978. 
worship of idols, for which provision has been 
made in the derattar mehals, &c., to the new bent which the mind of the 
nsing generation of educated Hindus has received, and which betrays itself in 
utter disregard for the ancient religion. Act XIX of 1810 was a failure; the 


Religious endowments. 


Baarnat Mruare, 
November 7th, 1878. 


Buarat Mrurr. 


(2) 
Revenue Board, to which was entrusted the superintendence of relio:. 
ous trusts, could do nothing. The above Act is now about to be amended, 
Under the new law the connection of Government officials with the devatig 
mehdls and temples will become firmer and closer. This will be like mix; 
oison with nectar, unless the Government provides against interference 
by officials anxious to show their power and authority, with the religions 
rites and customs connected with idols or temples. This is a very serioys 
matter; the law should not be passed hastily, at least not before the public 
have had ample time to consider it and give their opinion. 
18. The Bhdrat Mihir begs to submit the following proposals for the 


consideration of the approaching Railway 
Conference :— 


lsti—Some means should be devised to mitigate the distress ang 
inconvenience which the lower classes of passengers suffer, 
especially on occasion of Hindu festivals. In the rainy seagon 
the fourth class carriages on the Kastern Bengal line become 
regular pools, wherein fish may easily swim about. It must be 
remembered that the chief income is from the lower classes, and 
they should not be unfairly treated because they are poor. 

9nd.—The sdhibs have well-furnished waiting-rooms, which are like 
paradise, but for the lower classes no proper arrangements hare 
been made. Properly superintended refreshment rooms should 
be set apart for these latter. 

3rd.—It would be well to appoint native female guards. 

4th.—As respectable women are averse to going any way across to the 

_ public privies, water-closets should be made for them in the 

carriages. 

5th.—There should be a separate carriage or compartment for native 
women. 

6¢h.—Government itself made the proposal to have native guards. 

7th.—There are great delay and mismanagement in the arrival and 
despatch of goods by railway. 

8¢4.—Some kind of communication should exist between the passen- 
gers and the guard in case of any mishap or untoward occurrence 
in any Carriage. 

9¢h.—The railway police of several stations are in the habit of 
taking bribes from poor ignorant villagers, and are often seen 
ill-treating passengers. so 

10¢4.—The railway officials should be required to see that no carriage 
is made to receive more than its legitimate number of 
passengers. : 


14, The Bhdrat Mihir says, that the English are acting with great 
The three great errors of Govern- cautiun and suspicion in all matters, and keep- 
ment during one year. ing upa sharp watch over the people within as 
well as without India. Our Government has committed three very grievous 
errors during this one current year: first, the ‘“ Arms Act,” which we would 
not disapprove of on the whole, but that it is founded on a want of confidence 
in the native subjects of the Government; second, the ‘‘ Newspaper Act, 0 
which quite enough has already been written,—suffice it to say that Govert- 
ment took action on a lot of mis-translations, and has further stained its 
hitherto fair name and fame by making a distinction of colour; third, the 
proposal to diminish the number of troops under the native Princes. 
proposal like this, at such a time, too, is not only unjust and inconsistent, but 
gives present reality to a danger which might only have loomed in the distan! 


The Railway Conference. 
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future. The Niedm or Scindiah is now of no consequence in the eyes of Govern- 
ment; yet there was a day when the English were suppliants for the Nizdm’s 
favour, Was not the loyalty of the feudatory Princes tested during the mutiny 


of 1858 and at the Delht Darbar? The British Government represents the - 


body, and these feudatory and tributary Princes the members of that body. 
If the body and members be strong and united, the entire body will thrive. 
We believe the Government has now come to understand its grievous error. 
The Panjab and other chiefs have voluntarily come forward with proffers of 
assistance in the impending war, and with proposals personally to go into 
battle at the head of their troops. We have a hundred times before said, and 
repeat it now, that the people of India may have many faults, but disloyalty 
and sedition are not to be found amongst them. | 


15. The Sulabha Samachara writes to know how it is that Bent Gopal, scram Sauscmae, 
who embezzled the cash of the Naddea Collec. November oth, 1878. 


el. meke inquiries ¢orate, managed to secrete himself for nigh 


into the secret of Beni Gopal’s conceal- two years in the very place where the embezzle- 
_ ment had taken place, notwithstanding that a 
warrant was out for his arrest. Further, how is it that Government does 
not make proper inquiries into the matter? Who is to be responsible for 
the lakhs of rupees taken away? It is rumoured that Mr. Stevens will 
be held responsible for Rs. 50,000. Be that as it may, Government appears 
to be very lax in this matter. 


16. The Sulabha Samdachara reports a meeting of nigh 2,000 dhodtes Scrsszs Samacuas. 


(or washermen) from Calcutta and its vicinity, 
at which it was resolved that owing to the 
license tax and the high prices of things, clothes would henceforward be 


The dhobies’ meeting. 


washed at Rs. 3 and not Rs. 2 a hundred pieces. On this the Editor remarks 


that the license tax was made for the trades and professions, but that in 
reality every one will be made to contribute towards it. In the present case 
the men are of one profession and race, and will have their own way, and 
every one must succumb. 
17. The Hindu Aitaishint complains of the great distress occasioned 
License fax operations in Rangpur 10 Rangpur and Dindjpur by the license 
and Din jpur. tax, bribery being so prevalent that the rich 
escape and the poor suffer. A petty trader, whose income is, aay Rs. 8-8, who 
has a family of five or six people to support, and who is barely.able to give 
them a meal a day, is obliged to pay. The Collector has, under the law, the 
power to make a remission, but he does not exercise it. The assessors spare 
noone. Only recently, some of them were sent to prison for taking bribes. 
The tobacco and sugarcane planters, who also prepare their produce for sale, 
are taxed at a high rate. Persons growing paddy and vegetables for home 
consumption and selling a portion, are put down as traders, and are taxed 
accordingly. Washermen and barbers are not exempted. The income tax 
was much better than the present license tax. 
18. An anonymous correspondent, writing without date from Arish- 
7 = agar, says that the license tax operations 
a © tax operations in Krish- have commenced and the trades and profes- 
gions are being much oppressed thereby. The 
dhobies (washermen) and barbers are not exempted. The income is fixed 
and the tax assessed on the number of souls constituting a man’s family, 
and then on the ground that he is concealing his wealth. People liable 
fo an assessment of Rs. 50 are put down at Rs. 20, whilst those who 
ought not to be taxed at all according to law, are assessed at Rs. 5. 
he correspondent not attributes these irregularities not’ so much to any 
wilful misconduct on the part of the native assessors as to the excessive 
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‘bound to maintain that there is no official like Sir Frank Souttar ? 


( 8 ) 


we with which the assessments are made, and an unwillingness to helsar. 
the statements of the people to be taxed as to what their real momante 


‘ 


These incomes should be determined by a panchdyet consisting .of the 
respectable men of the village. pets 


19. The Sahachara makes the following comments on the arrégt of 
Panduring Pandita by the Bombay Commis. 
| sioner of Police. Sir Stuart Hoge acteg with 
violence towards an Englishman during the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh 
to India. This man was unable to take any action in the matter. In behay. 
ing, however, in a similar manner towards a respectable American, he found that 
it was not advisable to say anything to an individual of the race that pres 
ferred the Alabama claims. — Sir Frank Souttar will not find it pleasant fo, 
himself, when he falls into the hands of an Italian or aGerman. Wi] an 
blame attach (to the press) if the acts of such officials are remonstrated 
against P We put this question to Sir Alexander Arbuthnot. Or are we 


Péndurang Pandits’s case. 


20. The Som Prdkasha translates an article from the Hindu Patpigg 

A Governor-General no _ longer of the 4th ultimo, supporting its views ag 
necessary for India. to a Governor-General being no longer 
needed for India. The Editor of the vernacular paper goes on to remark :—~ 
A Governor-General, immediately on his arrival, finds himself plunged 
into the malarious atmosphere of old Indian officialdom ; he is attacked by 
old epidemic ideas, and the result is bad. We believe the pure-minded 


Lord Lytton would never have thought of a Press Act if Sir Ashly Eden and 


the other old officials had not put it into his head. Another evil is that the 


Secretary of State, with a view to save the Government of India from dis- 


credit, 'is obliged to assent, against his better judgment, to requisitions made 
by the Governor-General at the instance of his councillors. The Govern- 
ment could be carried on well enough by means. of the several Governors 
and Lieutenant-Governors. 


21. In noticing the late 4btdrz resolution, the Sangbdd Prabhdkara 


says that the people have been ruined by the 


t Abkéri Resolution. = 
The recen a consumption. of spirituous liquors, notwith- 


standing all the progress and improvement ‘in other matters. Lakhs of © 


educated persons, old, young, and boys have thus met untimely deaths, 
many families have been ruined, and widows have been left to mourn the loss 
of their supporters. All this has arisen from the establishment of liquor 
shops in nizh every lane, with a view to collect a large dbkdri revenue. 
All these evils have come on India, but especially on Bengal, during the 
rule of a highly civilized Government. We have cried ever so long and 
much, but our rulers cannot part with their income. In time, drinking 
habits will become so confirmed that people will consume liquor like water. 
The whole theme of English-educated Bengalis is that, there can be no 
manhood without dram-drinking. Thus have many high and respectable men 
died. Carpenters, washermen, ironsmiths, potters, and such other people 
of the low classes spend their all in drink. Mr. Eden’s recent resolution 
on dbkdrt administration is an astonishing one; inasmuch as he therein 
states that the country must be increasing in wealth, since it can afford to 
spend so much on drink, even in times of famine. We say that this 3 
rather a sign of Bengal’s approaching ruin. | 


22. Writing of the Commission that recently sat at Sonepore to setile 
Commission to settle rent and diss the rent disputes between landlord aD 
putes between landlord and tenant. tenant, the Behdr Bandhu is of opinion 
that the members should have been persons well up in zamindart matters, 
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men accustomed to visit estates frequently and hold familiar intercourse with 
peasants 5 they should also have been proficient in matters concerning profit 
snd loss, and well able to comprehend this and other intricate points in zamin- 
dirt affairs,—not men who have never stirred out of their houses, and who 


require the assistance of an instructor. The condition of the Behdr peasantry 


4s yery bad, dependent as the people are on the zaminddr. It, therefore, 


behoves Government to be careful in watching the result of the contem- 
plated arrangements. If there is interference, the kind feeling which the 
samindér has now towards the ryot will be destroyed; and the case will then 
stand as between the pumpkin and the knife, the pumpkin suffering equally 
whether it fell on the knife or whether the knife fell on it. The zamindér 
ean harass the tenant in various ways, but more especially in demanding rents 
on the due dates, or selling the land in default. Government, it is true, 
has accorded a permanent right by law, but we shall drift into the old 
state of things, when both landlord and tenant will be trodden under foot. 
We entreat Government to give heed to the proceedings of this Commission, 
and not consider as final any work which may have already been done by it. 
Rumour says that there are more English than Hindustani members on this 
Commission, whilst among the latter there is not a single peasant. 


FAMINE. 


23. The Sahachara oo ge of the distress in Eastern 
iia te ? engal (the granary of the provinces) from 
License Tax, Sepostetien a scarcity of food. With the sich of paddy daily 
_ rising, the middle classes of the people have 
got into debt, and are compelled to sell their metal pots and pans. We 
warn Government, because officials judging from outward appearances have 
discerned no famine. Natives, so long as they have their pots and pans, 
do not think of troubling any one. Government assistance may come too 
late. The license tax imposed to meet future famine expenses, is a great 
mistake. Heretofore the lower classes knew nothing of politics, a subject 
left entirely to the more respectable and enlightened of the people. The 
license tax, however, will touch all. The trades and professions, shop-keepers 
and labourers have raised their prices, and consequently the price of everything 
else has risen. Government will act wisely if it gives up the tax. The exporta- 
tion of rice should be stopped. A king like Akbar would have stopped it, 
and so would the sovereigns of Europe. We fail to understand why Lord 
Lytton’s government refuses to do this. Free trade seems to be the 
obstacle. Our country is being ruined. The people judge their rulers and 
administrators by the rate at which they can procure rice. It may be 
said that the peasants get a profit, but this is consumed in other dear 
articles. Even they admit that the times are hard. The country is not 
thriving, no one class of the people is happy, and there is no importation 
to relieve the pressure of high rates. Where then is the benefit of free 
trade? ‘We are being sacrificed to custom and notions, because Mr. Cobden, 
who was a great man, said that free trade was good. 


24. The Bardwdén Sanjivant informs its readers that agricultural 
operations have not been very favourable. 

he excessive fall of rain, which has not 
ceased up to the time of writing, bodes no good to the Aémanéa or (winter) 
crops. The rabbé crop too is not thriving. In addition to the above, this place 
was visited with a flight of locusts which lasted from the morning to 3 P.M. 
of the 10th ultimo. 


Prospects in Burdwan. 
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SanacwmaRa, 
November 11th, 1878. 


Barpwan Sansivast, * 
November 12th, 1878. 


Svurapy SaMACHARA, 
November 9th, 1878. 


GRAMVARTA 
 PRaKasHIKA, 


November 9th, 1£78. 
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PRAKASHIKA. 


BgHak BanyDuan, 
November 13th, 1878. 


GRAMVARTA 
PRAKABHIKA, 


November 9tn, 1878. 


( 1. ) 
Loca. 


95. The Sulabha Samachdra calls the attention of the police to A gan 
Mahammadan swindlers in the vici. Of Muhammadan swindlers. located in Gy&nrg- 
nity of Machhud Bazdr. tolé in Machhud Bazdr, who take in people 
by pretending to pick up something wrapped in a piece of paper. The paper 
is opened, and what seems to be a bit of gold (really gilt) is found in it 
This is disposed of to one of the crowd, who is a confederate. The experi- 
ment is repeated until some Bengali Babu gets victimized. | 
26. A correspondent of the Grdamrdrid Prakdshikd thus notices 
what he calls the freaks of the Postal 
Department. Delivery peons and messengers 
of the Post Office being unable to deliver letters in proper time owing to 
the swampy ground over which they have to pass during wet weather, the Post. 
master-General sanctioned Rs. 7-8 for boat hire. When the cost ofa rower 
was asked for, it was ruled that the peon or messenger should row the boat 
himself, or pay a rower out of his own pocket. This is the same principle, 
observes the correspondent, as that on which the servants of zamindars receive 
pay for only eleven months, the wages of the twelfth month bein 
deducted on account of the pujds and family rites, &c., of the master’s 
house. The Police Department, which brings in no income to Government, 
is allowed a boat in the rains, whilst the Postal Department, which is go 
profitable, is left to shift for itself. A good deal of money, however, can be 
spent on Post Office forms and books, which are constantly being changed, 
so that heaps of waste paper are to be seen lying useless in the Post 
Office ; but poor Post Office peons are to be mulcted. 
27. The Gramvdrté Prakdshtka trusts that the following remarks as to 
The roads in the sub-divison of the bad state of the existing roads and the utter 
Kushtea. absence of much needed in the Kushted sub- 
division will attract the attention of Mr. Anderson, the Magistrate, and lead 
to the old roads being put in proper order and to new ones being made, 
1s¢, there is no road at all between the Khoksd railway station and Ajudhya. 
The absence of such a road is a sore inconvenience to the people round about 
and to mahdjans, who have granaries and marts not far away. In the rains, 
when the fields are covered with water, the cattle suffer greatly, as no means 
of moving them from one place to another exists. A road constructed 
between the above two places would add much to the income of the railway. 
The mahdjans would pay part of the cost and Government would not have 
to acquire much new land, as old bye-paths exist. 2nd, there is only 
one road within the limits of the Daulatpur thdnd, and that runs from 
Térdguli to Pratdpur : others are greatly needed, especially one from the 
Démukdid station to Daulatpur. We have two members of the Road Cess 
Committee here, but they take no interest in bringing the wants of the place 
to proper notice. Such men should be replaced by more active ones, chosen 
by our worthy Magistrate. 
28. The Behar Bandhu remarks that the late fall of rain, though allay- 
Ferry arrangements at the Sonepore ing the dust at the Sonepore Fair, injured the 
-. shopkeepers. The ferry arrangements at the 
ghdts were altogether bad and inconvenient. Why did Babu Bihdré Singh 


take «J contract of the ghdts if he was unable to make proper arrange 
ments 


The freaks of the Postal Department. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


29. The Grdmvarid Prakdshikd believes that the Bengalis will ere long 
The sad state of Bengal and the be anextinctrace. This will be owing to the 
ngalis. epidemic diseases which are laying the province 


(ny 
aaste, and also to the early age at which men and women become parents; @ 
the former at 16 and 17 years, and the latter at12 and 13. Restrictive = 
marriage laws ought to be made for thiscountry. The people are neither _ 
long-lived nor healthy, owing to the scarcity of food and the anxiety connected a 
with the support of growing families. These things must first be remedied. 2 
The price of food-grains must be reduced, and then the people will thrive. 
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